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BOTLEY NEWS

This is the second time in three years that
Botley Parish Council’s newsletter
has won this prestigious award.

READ ALL ABOUT IT!
Botley Wins Hampshire’s
‘Best Local Council
Newsletter 2014’

The editors would like to thank all those
whose contributions to the newsletter have
helped toward in this success. With a special
thank you to all those who deliver it to our
readers.

CAROLS
IN THE
SQUARE
Finishing with
a visit from
Father
Christmas!

Sunday 21st
December
3pm

Traditional open-air
carol singing
with the
New Forest Brass Band
and
All Saints’Choir

In the event of rain the singing will take place in the Market Hall

A road closure will be in operation
See back page for details

Published by Botley Parish Council, The Botley Centre, High Street, Botley, SO30 2ES, Tel: 01489 787181

Parish Council News
It is with deep regret that we report the death on Monday 10th
November of a former councillor, Mr Derek Blampied.
Derek, a former teacher, was an elected member of the Parish
Council for many years until standing down in October 2013
due to ill health. For over twenty five years he worked tirelessly
to represent the community within all three tiers of local
government, having also been elected at different times both a
Borough and County Councillor. To those who knew him
personally he will be remembered as a good friend and
colleague and our thoughts are with his wife and family at this
sad time.

Remembrance Sunday Parade 9th November 2014

and the quality of life of its residents.

The annual parade to the War Memorial at All Saints

The Council will be representing the community in

Church is organised by the Botley branch of the Royal

the new year during hearings of the Examination in

British Legion and this year drew an attendance of

Public of the EBC Local Plan. It is hoped that the

several hundred people. The Parish Council is

Planning Inspector will be receptive to evidence from

pleased to assist by organising a temporary closure of

many local sources that large scale, impersonal

the High Street for public safety and as a mark of

development will be detrimental to the close knit,

respect for the significance of the event.

semi-rural nature of Botley.

Planning Matters
Many readers will be aware that at the end of
September the Botley Parish Action Group (BPAG)
gained High Court approval for a Judicial Review of

Members of the Council expect to be busy during the
coming year when other planning applications for
development on land outside sites identified in the
EBF Local Plan are likely to come forward.

the decision by Eastleigh Borough Council (EBC) to

Newsletter of the Year Award 2014

grant Outline Planning Permission for the

As noted on the front page banner headline the

development of 1400 houses at Boorley Green. At a

Council was very pleased to achieve first place in the

Council meeting on 7th October the Parish Council

Hampshire Newsletter of the Year Award for the

agreed to apply to join the legal action as a joint

second time. The competition is run annually by the

applicant. The Council has been firmly opposed to

Hampshire Association of Local Councils and is open

proposals for large scale development at Boorley

to all parish and town councils in Hampshire, so

Green since EBC released the first edition of the

there were plenty of contenders.

Draft Local Plan 2011-2029 in October 2011.

We hope our readers enjoy the newsletters and look

Becoming involved in legal action will of necessity

forward to receiving comments and feedback. If you

involve a significant financial commitment.

have ideas for new articles and features please let us

Nonetheless members of the Council believe in the

know.

importance of safeguarding the community’s future

Mrs Janet Morgan, Parish Clerk

Parish Council Meetings
The Council’s meetings take place at 7.15pm on the second Tuesday of every month. Planning
& Highways Committee meetings start at 7.15pm on the fourth Tuesday of each month,
followed at 8.15pm by either the Recreation or Policy & Resources Committee. Meetings are
open to the public and are held in either the Diamond Jubilee Hall or in the Committee Room
at the Botley Centre. See Parish Council notice boards for dates and agenda details.

Parish Councillors
Councillor

Address

Telephone

e-mail

Kevin Barton

Tilehouse Four Acres SO30 2EL

01489 796914

kevin.barton@botley.com

Ian Bennett

Homefield, Winchester Rd SO32 2HD

01489 787868

ian.bennett@botley.com

Ms Vanessa Bord

Collinswood, Marls Rd SO30 2EY

01489 786245

vanessa.bord.@botley.com

Mrs Lesley Bowler 2 Sovereign Drive SO30 2SS
Ronald Clark
19 Rowley Drive SO30 2SN

01489 786692
01489 690218

lesley.bowler@botley.com
ron.clark@botley.com

Mrs Sue Grinham

8 Ravenscroft Way SO32 2FZ

01489 781680

sue.grinham@botley.com

Graham Hunter

13 Salwey Road SO30 2SX

01489 785501

graham.hunter@botley.com

Jeffrey Jones
Mrs Karen Kyrle

54 Precosa Road SO30 2NX
89 Havendale SO30 0FF

01489 785659
01489 796064

jeffrey.jones@botley.com
karen.kyrle@botley.com

Rupert Kyrle

89 Havendale SO30 0FF

01489 796064

rupert.kyrle@botley.com

Colin Mercer

Shapwick Brook Lane SO30 2ER

01489 784246

colin.mercer@botley.com

01489 699233

stephen.radmore@botley.com

Stephen Radmore 2 Fouracre SO30 2EL

Clerk to the Parish Council
Mrs Janet Morgan, Botley Parish Council, The Botley Centre, High Street, Botley, SO30 2ES
Telephone: 01489 787181 e-mail: parish.clerk@botley.com

New Outreach Advice Service for Eastleigh Residents
Eastleigh Citizens Advice Bureau is announcing a new outreach service to help improve access to advice within
the community. This new service will replace the existing facility at Hedge End, The Old Library, St John’s
Road, SO30 4AF.
Launching on the 4th November, the outreach service will operate from two different locations. The first is the
new Bursledon Community Centre. Appointments will be available by arrangement on Tuesday afternoons.
People can also drop into the centre without an appointment for advice on Tuesday mornings between 10am12pm.
The outreach service will also be available at the Hedge End Salvation Army Church and Community Centre. An
adviser will be available Thursday mornings by appointment, and a drop-in service will operate Friday mornings
from 9.30am-12.30pm.
The new outreach sessions will help meet local need by bringing the advice service into the community. People
who are unable to travel to Citizens Advice offices will be able to access help and advice from these accessible
and convenient community locations.
Contact details for the new outreach locations are as follows:
Bursledon Community Centre
Portsmouth Road
Bursledon
Southampton
SO31 8ES

Hedge End Salvation Army
Dowd’s Farm Community Centre
85 Whites Way
Hedge End
Southampton
SO30 2GL

For advice at other times Eastleigh Citizens Advice Bureau at 101 Leigh Road,
Eastleigh, SO50 9DR is open from 10am-4pm Monday-Thursday. For more information please call: 023 80616046

THE BOTLEY CENTREHelping you host your event
Centrally located at the High Street Recreation
Ground the Botley Centre is a bright, modern
community centre with ample car parking.
The building has disabled access and all hire rooms
have hearing loops.

The
Main
Hall
accommodates 110 people,
making it ideal for a
large
party,
wedding
reception or wake, or an
energetic exercise or keep
fit class.
Fees include use
the kitchen and bar

Or try the Committee Room
for one-to-one sessions or
smaller business meetings.

of

Opened in 2012
the Diamond Jubilee Hall
at the Botley Centre, is self-contained,
with integral kitchen and toilets.
It is ideal as a venue for
business meetings, training seminars
or consultations.

It also works well
for smaller groups
or quieter activities
such as yoga/arts
and crafts.
Hire charges

From 1st April 2014

Prices inc. VAT

Mon—Fri; Sat up to
5pm; Sun

Main Hall

£15.60 per hr

Sat after 5pm

Main Hall +
Committee Room

£24.50 per hr

Mon—Sun

Committee Room

£10.00 per hr

Mon—Sun

Diamond Jubilee Hall

£13.50 per hr

For enquiries and bookings contact
Mrs Wendy Whitfield, Centre Manager
Tel: 01489 784274
E-mail: wendy.whitfield@botley.com

BOTLEY BEES

BOTLEY GARDENING CLUB

Botley Bees Pre School spent a fantastic morning at
Botley Fire Station and would like to say a huge thank
you to Firefighters Malcolm and Andy for looking after
them so well The children got to exercise like
firefighters to warm up, learnt about firefighters'
uniforms and tried them on and enjoyed spraying
water at a target.
Station Manager Mark Woods would like to remind
residents that they are welcome to visit Botley Fire
Station on Tuesday evenings if they have any fire
safety queries.

Want to know more about the three P’s?
PROPAGATION
PRIMULAS
PLANT HUNTING IN TURKEY
Why not join us?
We meet at the Market Hall on the 3rd Wednesday of
the month and welcome visitors and new members –
just ring 781155 for details. You don’t have to be an
expert or even practising gardener! In addition to
speakers, we arrange visits to gardens and hold an
annual Horticultural Show.

BOTLEY MARKET HALL

This summer Cathy Saint retired after 18 years as
Botley Bees Manager; she is moving house and hoping
to spend more time travelling. The children that
Cathy first cared for in 1996 could now be at work,
finishing their degrees or even starting their own
families.
Botley Bees has been open for over 20 years and
Cathy's mum, Dinah Stokes was one of its founders.

If you haven’t used or visited the Market Hall recently
you have been missing out! We have modernised it
and it’s fully accessible. Nearly 20 clubs serving all
interests and age groups meet at the Hall (Keep Fit,
pre-school, dancing, gardening, WI, Tae Kwando,
Yoga, to name just a few) – and they welcome new
members. Ring 07733553408 to find out more. The
Hall is just right for “that special occasion”; book it
for your party, reception or whatever; main hall and
smaller room available for hire.
Come along to a great live Show at the Market Hall

SATURDAY 28th
FEBRUARY, 7pm
The 5 piece band,
SONRISA will put on an
evening of toe-tapping
Latin American music
Tickets just £16 for
show and supper
Available from Etikett
or tel. 781155
The new manager Nicky Freemantle will miss Cathy
greatly as they have worked together for over 7 years
at Botley Bees, but is looking forward to the new term
with new staff, a recent 'GOOD' inspection from
OfSTED and the decision to take 2 year olds from
September 2014.
Botley Bees Pre-School is based in the Market Hall, in
the heart of the village and most of the children go on
to attend Botley School.
To find out more about Botley Bees visit the website,
www.botleybees.org.uk or call in any weekday
morning between 9:30am and 12:00 noon.
Malcolm Freemantle, Chair of Botley Bees Committee

BOTLEY TRADERS
ASSOCIATION
The Association supports local traders and promotes
Botley as a good place to shop and do business.

You can help by
SHOPPING LOCAL
we need your support!
Find out more on www.botley.com
or email Botley.traders@botley.com

BOTLEY CURDRIDGE AND DURLEY HISTORY SOCIETY
BOTLEY TO FAREHAM RAIL CLOSURES

On the 1st February 2014, after a prolonged period
of heavy rain, the railway embankment a mile
south of Botley station, collapsed and prevented
rail services to and from Fareham for six weeks.
This stretch of the Eastleigh to Portsmouth
railway has caused problems since its opening in
1841. During its construction, the contractor
found difficulties in finding firm ground in the
Botley area and it was necessary to sink many
wooden piles to provide a foundation for the
railway station buildings. The line opened on 29th
November 1841 but was closed just four days
later due to a series of landslips between Botley
and Fareham. After several months of delay the
line was re-opened on 7th February 1842.
Another slip happened on 5th July 1873; the
Hampshire Advertiser reported ‘A rather serious
landslip occurred near the Botley tunnel on the
London and South-Western Railway last week. A
quantity of earth fell in the cutting near the
tunnel, covering about 50 yards of the track. The
Divisional engineer was on the spot on Thursday
and the work of clearing the line was carried on
very rapidly. The soil is of a very peculiar
description, being composed of clay and a sort of
running watery sand. It is stated that a slip has
been expected there for some time past’.
A series of major slips in November and December
1935 occurred immediately to the south of the
station near the Outlands Lane road bridge
causing cancellations and single line working. On
8th January 1936 a major slip blocked the line

Rail closures were not confined to land slippage.
On 18th September 1962, the 2-30am newspaper
train from Waterloo reached the point where the
recent (2014) land slippage occurred below Botley
when the train was halted by fire at
approximately 4-50am. Due to its location, the
incident occurred almost mid way along a three
mile section between Botley and Knowle
Junction, it was some time before the alarm

Aftermath of Train Fire 1962

could be raised. Hampshire Fire Brigade were
alerted at 5-30am and the nearest they could get
to the incident was from the Wickham/Titchfield
road bridge, a mile away. Two firemen clambered
down the steep embankment and walked to the
fire which was well alight. With no means to
douse the fire all the officers could do was to
establish that there were no injuries. Four
carriages were totally destroyed and a fifth
containing some mail was detached by the train
crew and saved. The cause of the fire was put
down to possible hot cinders from the engine
lodging in the open corridor entrance of the first
coach probably assisted by carelessly discarded
newspaper wrappings and string accumulated on
the floor of the carriage.
A major problem encountered by the Fire Service
was getting to the fire which was achieved by
travelling through the yard of Fairthorne Farm
and across two large corn fields.

Landslip near Outlands Lane, Curdridge 1936

completely and it was decided to considerably
widen the cutting. Here the cutting embankments
were particularly steep and the bank was cut
back to avoid future problems.

Access was to provide a major obstacle to the
more recent incident of the landslip in February
this year. During the wettest winter for 250 years,
the Botley to Fareham railway line again
succumbed when three sections of the
embankment collapsed within one mile of track.
The largest slip saw an 80m long and 6m high
section fall away along with sections of 77m and
44m long leaving the track hanging above,
similar to the dramatic scenes of the track on the
coast at Dawlish.

To access the site, Network Rail constructed a
new two kilometre road across farmland to enable
the removal of 14000 tonnes of waste material in
700 lorry movements and to bring in 20000 tonnes
of new material in 1000 lorry movements to
restore the line.
To support the new embankment, 600 14m long
sheet metal piles have been sunk into the ground
along both sides and tied together with steel rods.
A team of 100 workers from Network Rail and
contractor Osborne worked around the clock to
get trains running again in mid March. The line
reopened on 15th March 2014.
It was said to be one of the worst landslips seen in
this country and is estimated to have cost
£3million.
Sources:
‘The Bishop Waltham Branch’ by Simmonds & Robertson
(ISBN 0 906867 67 3)
Hampshire Advertiser 5th July 1873
Ralph Deacon formerly of Hampshire Fire Service
Daily Echo 26th February 2014 and 15th March 2014
DH Stokes (Railway Closure 2014)

Re-constructing the track 2014
The Botley Curdridge & Durley History Society meets in the Reading Room at Curdridge at 8pm
New members and visitors are warmly welcomed

PROBUS CLUB OF HAMBLE VALLEY

Jan 7th
We are a Club for retired and semi-retired professional
Jan 21st
and business men. We meet in the Diamond Jubilee
st
rd
Hall at the Botley Centre on the 1 and 3 Wednesday Feb 4th
of each month from 10am to 12noon.
Feb 18th
New members are very welcome. Please contact the
Mar 4th
Secretary, Martin Mills (01489 788659)

Early 2015 Programme
Trail of Tears
Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust
Red Arrows
Rivers and Wetlands
The Magic Brunels

Changes to Bus Services in the Botley Area
First 26: Fareham—Botley— Hedge End
This service will terminate in Park Gate and cease to cover the Botley/Hedge End
area.
An alternative route between Fareham and Botley could be achieved by taking Brijan
Tours 8 bus to Bishops Waltham changing and catching Stagecoach 69 to Fareham.
This would involve waiting in Bishops Waltham.
Brjan Tours 8: Eastleigh—Fair Oak—Hedge End— Botley—Swanmore—Bishops Waltham
This service will only operate every 2 hours on Saturdays
Concessionary Travel Pass
Holders of an older persons concessionary pass will be able to use the pass after
9.30am Monday—Friday.
This does not apply to disabled persons’ passes.

These changes will occur in the New Year

To keep up to date with the latest information
check out www3.hants.gov.uk/passengertransport
Cllr Ron Clarke, Transport Representative

LATE NIGHT CHRISTMAS SHOPPING IN BOTLEY
The Botley Traders Association invites YOU to come along to
Botley Square and Botley Mill on

TUESDAY 9th DECEMBER

to shop, eat and drink up until 8pm
Shops and traders will be staying open late especially for you
buy your Christmas presents, cards
and stocking fillers,
enjoy a meal, and a drink
Admire the Christmas lights, sponsored by the Traders Association.
Make this a special Christmas period for Botley by supporting your local businesses!

Season’s
Greetings

to all our
readers

Fed up with training in the dark on muddy grass pitches?

Bring your team to

BOTLEY MUGA
2 flood-lit pitches all weather astro turf
at the High Street Recreation Ground
No extra charge for floodlights and no increase in prices
for 2014/15 season!!
For details, prices and availability phone 01489 787181
or e-mail deborah.barnes@botley.com

TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE
NOTIFICATION
2pm to 5pm
SUNDAY 21st DECEMBER 2014
A334 BOTLEY HIGH STREET will be closed to traffic from MILL HILL to the
MAYPOLE ROUNDABOUT, BROADOAK
Through traffic will be diverted along WOODHOUSE LANE and
WINCHESTER STREET
A334 BROADOAK will be open for access only
Parking restrictions will apply in WINCHESTER STREET
The closure has been arranged as part of the ‘Carols In the Square’ event in Botley Square
For further information contact Botley Parish Council 01489 787181

The editorial team are always on the lookout for new features and items of local news
for the newsletter. Ideas from readers are always welcome

Please send copy for the next newsletter to the Clerk by 8th March 2015

